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Get a glimpse of what’s going on inside the school by clicking here 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

No School– School Holiday 
PJ Day to benefit CT Children’s Hospital 

   Five Below Fundraiser 
PTA Meeting– GN Library  5:30pm 
GN Spirit Week 
Early Dismissal 12:25pm 

 
  

November 22-24         
December 8 
December 9-15        
December 13           
December 18-22 
December 22            
Dec. 25– Jan. 1          No School– School Holiday 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

If there is an educa. onal topic 
that you would like more infor‐
ma on about, please let us 

know!  We’re happy to include 
more informa on about educa‐
onal topics in our newsle ers. 

Please remind your child
(ren) that cell phones are 
not permitted out of back-
packs during school hours 
or on the bus.  The record-
ing or photo-
graphing of oth-
er students is 
prohibited.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gMwlIWEZ8RvsVR1jJMav380Ge7L6GXNl?usp=drive_link


 
 
 
 
 
 



A Message from the ELA Coaches to 
GN Families: 

 
 

Dear Families, 
 
We are often asked how parents can help with read-
ing at home.  The absolute best use of your time with 
your children is spent reading together.  In this link, 
you will enjoy learning about all the benefits of read-
ing together outside of school.  If you would like any 
further information or have any questions, do not hes-
itate to contact us. 
 
Article entitled: Why Is It Important to Read to Your Child? 
 
Sincerely,  
Deryn Winthrop (dwinthrop@Waterfordschools.org) 
Kim Podeszwa (Kpodeszwa@waterfordschools.org ) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/162-Rxgvr6-F2ulUH1zhg54jnZ8AUDfZH/view


 

 “Elise consistently demonstrates exemplary 
character. She always comes to school with a 
smile on her face and greets teachers in the 
hallway with a warm hello. She always takes the 
me to inquire how others are doing and shows 

genuine interest and caring for everyone. “ 
 
(Elise is pictured le ) 

 
  

“Giavanna exudes posi vity and is always open to 
trying new things. She is a hard‐working, excellent 
student who puts 100% into all that she does. Her 
teacher shares that she is always doing what is 
right and honest. “ 
 
(Giavanna is pictured right) 

What is a Waterford Wonder? 

Wonders are students in the Waterford Public Schools deserving of special  recognition; be it 
for academics, accomplishments, exemplary character, going  above and beyond and some-
times, for just being a “good kid”. Wonders can  also be for a signi icant achievement, his/her 
leadership, having overcome a  signi icant challenge or obstacle, and positively impacting the 
life of others. In  short, the Board wishes to recognize those students who embody our dis-
trict’s  mission.  

 

Congratulations to Elise Cavalieri and Giavanna Cavalieri for being      
selected as this month’s Waterford Wonders! 











IMPORTANT REMINDER 
Drop-off times at Great Neck Elementary School for all students in 
grades PK-5 are between 8:25 and 8:35 a.m.  Please do not arrive 
more than 5 minutes  early and please DO NOT drop your students off 
and leave them outside the door without adult supervision.  Great Neck 
Staff come out for arrival to great and assist students at 8:25 
a.m.  Please remain in your vehicle with your child/children until 
Great Neck Staff come outside to begin the arrival process.  Student 
safety is important and we want to ensure all students are always su-
pervised.   
 
Dismissal time for Walkers is 3:05 p.m.  Students do not come out-
side to be unified with their parent/guardian/family member until 3:05 
p.m.  Please do not arrive too early.  Recently we have noticed multi-
ple cars arriving before 2:30 p.m.  This results in traffic back-ups on 
Goshen Road.  Please do your best to arrive at dismissal time, which is 
3:05 p.m.  If you need to arrive early, please park in the overflow lot 
until it is time to pull into the lot.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Lastly, DO NOT under any circumstances pull into the bus lane dur-
ing arrival and/or dismissal times.  There should not be any vehicles 
other than school transportation vehicles in the bus lane between 8:15 
a.m. and 8:40 a.m. AND between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.   
 
We appreciate everyone’s willingness to work together to make our ar-
rival and dismissal processes as safe and smooth as possible.   For 
those of you that have other adults picking up your children, please 
share this important information with them.  Thank you. 





Parents and Guardians: 
 
Please remember to send students in with 
proper footwear for PE class AND recess, i.e. 
sneakers.  As a reminder, crocs are not consid-
ered safe footwear.  
 
Mr. Kinder and Mrs. Valentine have a bin of 
donated sneakers that students can wear if 
they do not have sneakers for PE.  If you have 
any gently used children’s shoes that you 
would like to donate please bring them to Mrs. 
Tuneski in the main office.  
 
Thank you! 







Mary Smith from Pearl Drum Company in Nashville Tennessee 
visited the Great Neck Music Department to bring a donation of 

7 Djembe drums for our students. Mrs. Milukas gathered one 
student from each grade level to pose with Mary in front of our 
Kindness Tree and snap a picture for a Thank You card to Pearl 
Drum. How Kind of Mary and Pearl Drum Co. to think of us 

with a donation that can be used in Music class for all stu-
dents!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A little Djembe history: The djembe drum is said to have been invented 
in the 12th Century by the Mandinke tribe in what is now Mali, in West 
Africa. It has been played by West Africans for generations forming an 
integral part of ritualistic life in Mali, Guinea, Senegal and other neigh-
bouring West African countries. Traditionally, the djembe was used as a 
form of communication between tribes as its resonance could reach 
long distances. 











 

Attention all preschool parents! 
As per State regulation, your pre-school child 
will need to obtain an influenza vaccination by 
the end of this year.  
Proof of vaccination must be handed in to the 
nurse no later than December 31st 2023.  
Thank you,  
Margaret Goldschneider RN 
Great Neck Elementary School Nurse  
860-442-2593 ext. 3104 
Fax: 860-437-3326 












